


WELCOME BACK!

Hello all, welcome back from Summer! For some of you, and us, time 
to shake off the rust and get back into the classroom. This month has 
been an absolute whirlwind of events both online and offline, and our 
hearts go out to those affected by any of the news events this month. 
We thank you, our readers, for taking your time to read our words, and 
we sincerely hope that they can help give you comfort during these 
troubled times.
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Earlier this meme cycle, a 
certain Eminem meme 

became popular, Now This 
Looks Like a Job For Me. This 
meme was just the newest 
in a series of memes that 
took snippets from old pop 
culture songs and used them, 
in a “only 90s kids would get 
this” way. Though the song is 
definitely not a 90s hit, it is 
one of his lesser played hits 
lately, especially with him 
still making newer music, 
radios are more likely to use 
established or newer hits than 
older songs that require a lot 
more understanding of the time 
period to get the lyrics. 

Though short lived, the meme 
had quite a large popularity 
spike according to NASDANQ. 

It spread very 
fast, was catchy 
and easy to throw 
into a multitude 
of different 
situations, filled 
a niche in that it 
represented the 
subject actually 
wanting to do 
something for 
once, and successfully made it 
to meta after a week.

That is the important part, 
the perception of the song and 
artist being used. There have 
been plenty of memes made 
from music in the past, both in 

picture form 
and in video 
format. The 
most notable 
example of a 
musical picture 
meme would be 
Left Shark from 
the Katy Perry 
SuperBowl 
Halftime Show. 

Left Shark 
became a meme and normie 
sensation during the show, and 

it was notable as being the first 
time that a musical meme was 
about a dancer and not the 
singer or music involved. Left 
Shark, like all normie memes, 
died out after about a month, 
but to this day still has fans on 
twitter and Facebook. 

There are also recent examples 
of memes being made from the 
songs themselves. The biggest 
known one is Never Gonna Give 
You Up, with All-Star taking a 
close second. Songs being used 
in videos as meme potential 
appears to be on a “flavor of the 
season” cycle, with one being 
popular for about two to three 
months before dying 

completely. Previous examples 
are: MACINTOSH PLUS - 

          , We Are Number 

THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN MEMES
A QUICK LOOK AT HOW ONE ENTERTAINMENT SOURCE
GREATLY IMPACTED ANOTHER
/u/LuckyCosmos
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One, Shooting Stars, You 
Reposted in the Wrong 
Neighborhood, Fireflies, and 
England is my city. 

With those two quick examples 
out of the way, let’s get a little 
more serious and into some 
hard analysis. Eminem and 
Snoop Dogg created today’s 
obscure, 
dank, and 
edgy meme 
culture over 
a decade and 
a half ago 
completely 
by accident. 
By first 
taking a look 
at Eminem, 
we are able 
to see 
where this 
all started: My Name Is. The 
song, off of his first album, was 
a massive hit; garnering a lot of 
airtime on all the radios from 
1999-2001. The central theme of 
the song is what we would today 
call “edgy shock humor” where 
every other lyric is either self-
depreciating and destructive, or 
outwardly attacking a celebrity 
or public figure. This style was 
only further continued in “The 
Real Slim Shady” where he 
point blank says that there are 

many just like him that wished 
to express their inner rage and 
disgust with society, which is 
a sentiment that the Internet 
fully embodies. If we truly are 
a product of our environment, 
then mid to late-twenty year 
olds would be the product of 
Eminem, which any comment 
section will help prove. 

Another prominent figure at the 
time was Snoop Dogg, who had 

hits that were 
known for two 

things: Gangster-
Crip lifestyle, and 
smoking weed. 
Snoop became 
an icon outside 
of his music for 
his unique way of 
talking, acting, 
and generally just 
being. Through 

and through 
he seemed to 

be authentic, chill, and for the 
most part, popular. Everyone 
loved him back then, and even 
current stars today pay him 
the proper respect he’s due. 
Now Snoop being the icon of 
cool, chill, and always stoned 
helped romanticize 
smoking weed to 
millions in the early 
90s and 2000s, 
which was mostly 
found in that 
California skater 

lifestyle. With more people 
coming onto the internet, this 
lifestyle integrated together 
“the other slacker archetype” 
of meme and gamer culture, 
which lead to dank going from 
a word used to describe weed to 
describing memes. 

The Next Generation

If Eminem and Snoop Dogg 
arguably were the progenitors 
of current meme trends and 
the millennial mindset, then 
what would a current, verifiable 
source be that is the cause of 
emerging memes? That answer 
is simple: Drake and LMFAO. 
One of the biggest icons of the 
newest generation of internet 
kids is Jake Paul, and something 
him and many other “Young 
Icons” like early Justin Bieber, 
Miley Cyrus, and wealthy child 
stars share in common is a one-
word lifestyle: Y O L O. 

The YOLO lifestyle is easy to 
recognize. It can be seen as 
acting youthful and off the walls 
crazy, being obsessed more 
with trends and Instagram/
Snapchat moments than with 
more physical or substantial 
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Early Influencers on 
Meme Culture
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things. The lifestyle is very 
fleeting, joy must come fast 
and often because there isn’t 
much substance beneath it. 
This is the product of Drake 
teaching millions that acting 
wild and selfishly for yourself 
is important, while LMFAO 
reinforced the earlier part 
with constant partying, 
more partying, and excessive 
amounts of drinking.

There are many different 
examples of “artists” (the word 
musician is reserved for those 
who can play an instrument) 
from the previous five years 
perpetuating the lifestyle that 
we now see our younger crowds 
starting to emulate, but it is 
impossible to deny that for 
months at a time Drake and 
LMFAO commanded all the 
attention in music and even 
proved to be a dynamic shift in 
the overall style of the time, so 
they are singled out specifically. 

Recently, there have started 
to be examples of meme 
culture infecting songs. This 
can be seen by the YouTube 
star “Filthy Frank” being able 
to release an album under 
the pseudonym “Pink Guy” 
and have it sell well enough 
on iTunes to become a chart-
topper, and led to him playing 
at SXSW. This artist, real name 
is Joji Miller, is the epitome 

of the Internet. His alter-ego’s 
songs are loud, edgy, and 
obviously do very well within 
his targeted demographic, yet 
he also releases music under 
his real name, which is the 
complete opposite in style and 
composition, but just as great. 
I believe this is a trend we will 
see in more Internet stars, 
being able to use the internet to 
not remain locked into one style 
or genre of expression; being 
able to show different facets of 
their musical talent like Joji 
has. It will be very interesting 
to see how the next few years 

unfold with people who grew 
up with memes creating music 
that then impacts future 
meme generations; the only 
real question is will there be a 
platform around to handle it. 
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The Thanks & 
the Memeless
Episode 4: Waterguy12’s Disappearance

Waterguy12 yells into the 
living room “Watermom12 
I am off to my mountain 
vacation. Please let me know 
of all the good jokes when I 
return”

The Water family huddled 
around the TV listening to 
Anchorguy12,  “The me_irl 
civil war heats up as the Meme 
Conservative and the Double 
factions clash in a struggle for 
Wednesday my dudes.”

Scene opens onto the 
Water household where 
Watermom12 is pacing the 
floor. Waterguy19 descends 
from the 2nd floor and notices 
the anxiety radiating from his 
mother

“Mom why you pacing so 
hard? I know it’s been nine 
days since we’ve last heard 
from my brother but the war is 
favoring us.”

“Oh Waterguy19...I just fret 
over him so much. Nine days 
without communication is just 
to much for me. Can you fetch 
me some water I think I need 
to lay down.”

“Of course.”
 Waterguy19 exits stage 
right into the kitchen, as 

Watermom12 lays down a 
shadow is seen creeping past 
the window and the backyard 
porch doors. 

As Waterguy19 returns with 
water, the phone rings.

“Hello?”
 
“Yes, is this the Water 
residence? This is 
Policeguy12.”

“Oh hello Officer what do I 
owe the pleasure of this call”

“Well given the times there’s 
been an increase of shady 
characters and we’ve gotten 
reports from people in your 
neighborhood. We’d just like 
you to know and report to us if 
you see anything.”

/u/Deros94

LAST TIME ON THE 
THANKS AND MEMELESS



“Thank you Officerguy12”
“Oh Waterguy19 this year 
has just gotten worse and 
worse. Our neighborhood has 
degenerates wandering around 
it now in addition to this 
horrible meme war.”

“Mom you’re working yourself 
into a tizzy. Here drink this 
high quality H2O and rest.”

Scene fades to black and it 
reopens in a basement. A 
figure silhouetted brings a 
walkie talkie to his head. 

“This is Firefighterguy12, what 
exactly am I looking for?”

“You dolt why do you think 
such a simple water delivery 
man comes from such a rich 
family?”

“Spends too much time 
online?”

“He’s the crux to this war, he’s 
the man who can end it in 
favor of the enemy and cripple 
the non-conservative faction.”

“Just look for a file cabinet, it 
should have the secret location 
of the water faction’s war 
room.  Then torch the place.”

“Isn’t this a little suspect? He 
leaves and not a week later 
his house gets burned to the 
ground.”

“Nah fam, just f*** their s*** 
up.”

“Say no more Fireguy12.”

As the scene fades away from 
Firefighterguy12, it opens 
to a knock on the door of the 
Water Residence

“I’ll get it mother.”

Waterguy19 opens and steps 
back in shock.

“Hello….elder brother. 
Where’s my twin? 
Waterguy12.” 

“You were told to never return 
Fireguy12, you broke up this 
family and disappeared!”

“Yes and I made quite a name 
for myself too. You could say 
I got in close with certain 
zealous groups.”

“Now I’ll ask you again...where 
is my brother?!”

“I can’t tell you even if I 
wanted to. He left without 
any phone service or internet 
connection and just said it was 
to the mountains.”

Watermom12 walks in at 
this moment and faints at the 
sight of her disowned son. 
Waterguy19 runs over and 
calls 911

“Guess my visage is too 
much for her. How tragic, 
but calling 911 is smart given 
how dangerous the world has 
become.”

Fireguy12 leaves out the front 
entrance while smoke pours 
in from the kitchen door 
and Waterguy19 carries his 
mother and beloved house cat 
out the frontdoor. 

The next scene opens to the 
local police precinct where 
a swarm of reporters is 
surrounding a podium. 
Policechiefguy12 approaches 
and motions for silence.

“I thank you for all coming. 
We have apprehended 
someone whom we think was 
the arsonist who burned down 

...
WHERE IS MY 
BROTHER?!
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the Water Residence that 
left the quiet community of 
Me_irlburg in a sense of panic. 
We shall prosecute him to the 
greatest extent of the law.” 

“Thank you.”

While Me_irlburg was dealing 
with the arsonist known as 
Firefighterguy12. A man drives 
into a mountainside bunker 
and is shown inside after 
flashing an ID. A uniformed 
soldier opens the door and 
salutes.

“Sir. It’s an honor to meet 
you.”

“At ease soldier. I just need 
to see a man about a water 
delivery.”

Scene fades out as 
Waterguy12 is escorted to the 
central war room. 

See you next time on The 
Thanks and the Memeless

The
Thanks
and the
Memeless



Stefan Karl Stefansson is a 
man. Like all men, Stefan 

isn’t perfect. Like all men, 
Stefan fell ill. However, unlike 
all men, Stefan fought, and 
persevered against the cancer. 
He was able to persevere while 
it progressed in stages, and he 
stayed strong through surgery 
and the recovery that followed. 
Today, Stefan is free. This fight 
was a grueling one, but luckily, 
he had the support of millions 
of fans across the world 
constantly cheering him on. 
This is how it all began.

Lazy Town

Lazytown was a show aimed 
at children that highlighted 
things like working together, 
having fun outside, and leading 
a healthy lifestyle surrounded 
by good friends. However, in 

this show was one character 
that always wanted to do things 
the easy way, the lazy way, and 
that was Robbie Rotten, played 
by Stefan. Robbie always had a 
scheme, and honestly some of 
them sounded like something 
we could agree with. When he 
became the mayor, he made 
it so people could sleep in till 
noon, pretty great stuff. This 
helped his character to be 
more likeable, but what really 
helped was the memes. Over 
the course of the show’s history 
there have been numerous 
image memes made about it, 
and three video memes. Each 
of the videos was a song, with 
the first being “Cooking by the 
Book”, second being “You Are a 
Pirate”, and most recently, “We 
are number one!” 

“We Are Number One” came 
at a very important time. It 
had started to gain popularity 
around the time that other 

Youtube memes were gaining 
momentum, so it the medium 
was already hot when it got 
picked up. “We Are Number 
One” reached higher when the 
news broke out: Stefan had 
developed Cancer. Because of 
the exorbitant costs associated 
with treatment, a GoFundMe 
page was set up for fans to be 
able to donate to his medical 
bills. Over $100,000 was 
raised, which prompted the 
man himself to livestream 
him and his extras doing the 
entire song, and promising to 
release some exciting mixes of 
it online. He delivered on that 
promise, as a short time later 
the song was uploaded, but 
each individual sound element 
was separated. 

This was a huge deal at the 
time, as there is usually a large 
amount of editing done to take 
out unwanted sound effects and 
background noise when doing 
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NASDANQ AND THE 
EVOLUTION OF THE MEME 
ECONOMY
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a video edit. This upload, fully 
sanctioned by the creators, was 
an open invitation to create 
more edits, faster, and with 
much better quality. Companies 
do not usually embrace the 
memes made by their fan base, 
but Lazy Town showed what can 
happen if a company embraces 
them, and the results were clear. 
“We Are Number One” was 
voted the Meme of the Year by 
multiple meme subreddits and a 
few websites, paying homage to 
what happens when memes are 
embraced by both the star and 
the corporation. 

  

The Scare

For a while, things seemed 
to be okay. Stefan was able to 
use the money to help pay his 
medical bills while still being 
able to (hopefully) rest and try 
to get better, but this did not 
last. In June, news broke out 
that his cancer had progressed 
to Stage Four, the most lethal 
one. Millions began to come 
together in support of what they 
expected to soon follow. Days 
turned to weeks, and the longer 
we waited for that dreadful 

news, the more hopeful we 
became that the headline simply 
would not show. Luckily, Stefan 
was able to have the metastases 
removed, although this does not 
make him completely cancer 
free. One day, the news will 
come, just as it will for all of us, 
but not today, and not Stefan, 
may he continue to live a life full 
of happy memories, and maybe 
another meme or two. 
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Building Structural Frameworks 
to Contextually Examine 
Postmodernist Meme Culture
A Memetonormative Analysis Pt. 1

Before beginning any analysis of this scope it is 
important to note that despite the simple nature 
of the internet meme conceptually (simply 
an idea shared, edited and reshared over the 
internet) it is this very simplicity that belies 
its complexity - the looseness of this definition 
means that the primary shared quality of memes 
is their idiosyncrasy, and any attempt to make 
broad continuous statements about memes and 
meme culture without acknowledging this will 
be unable to gain a true understanding of the 
nature of memes. Here I talk only of memes in 
the general case, and exceptions to the rule are 
proliferant. Therefore, consider this work not as 
an exacting analysis but a conceptual map under 
which meme categories and their relationships 
may be examined.

The vastness of the Internet makes the 
examination of ideas and their memetic diaspora 
within it a unique challenge. Therefore, the 
modelling of a structure to represent the 
relationships amongst memes in a general sense 
relative to both the nature of the content and the 
time of their production may serve to elucidate 
the complex problems of memetonormative 
analysis. If disparate categories can be reconciled 
(conceptually if not qualitatively) then subtle yet 
important realities may at once become clear. Let 
us initially turn our attention to Fig. 1.

/u/MajorMushroom42



THE NATION’S LEADING INTERNET TRENDS JOURNAL  ||  AUGUST 201714

Fig. 1(left) - A simple uniaxial meme spectrum.

This axis represents both 
the age of a meme and its 
conceptual difficulty, which 
paired will allow for the 
evolution of memes over time 
to be easily charted. While this 
is naturally a spectrum, three 
broad categories become clear; 
prememeticism, memeticism 
and postmemeticism.

Prememeticism - This 
category can be seen to cover 
early Internet phenomena, 
including LOLcats and social 
commentary memes such as 
Advice Animals (and most 
other memes utilising the 
memetic idiom of the Impact 
font, top and bottom - see Fig. 
2). While a substantial number 
of memes existed in this period 
the lack of breadth and of 

deeper social commentary such 
as political opinion (partially 
attributable to the brevity of 
the format, allowing for only 
two lines of large font text, and 
the pigeonholing into fixed 
emotive framings typically seen 
with macro images). It would 
not be until later that a more 
sophisticated memetic idiom 
was developed, reflecting to 
some extent the way in which 
the Internet became a defining 
presence in modern life.

The most ubiquitous, yet pos-
sibly most important, feature 
of memeticist memes is their 
format - an image on a white 
background, with small black 
text above the image. The 
radical impacts of this small 
yet significant change may not 
be immediately clear but they 
are substantial. The downsizing 
of the text, the change from 
black to white text colour, the 
choice of a low-impact font and 
most importantly the move-
ment of the text off the face 
of the image have two main 
impacts. Firstly, there is more 
space for text, allowing for 
more complex humour to be 
created. Secondly, the image 

is no longer obscured by large, 
high-contrast words, meaning 
that more subtle images can 
now be used as meme content. 
(The less common, obsolete 
meme format of the Demoti-
vational Poster may be viewed 
both qualitatively and tempo-
rally as a mediating stage of 
development between the two 
formats). Communities such 
as r/me_irl and r/dankmemes 
were formed which shared and 
proliferated memes utilising 
these formats - r/dankmemes 
can be seen further to the right 
of the spectrum than r/me_irl 
due to its edgier, less politi-
cally correct content. While 
a full analysis of the memetic 
trends of these communities 
and others is beyond the scope 
of this work, the importance 
of the memetic development 
stage cannot be underestimat-
ed. Crucially, memes could now 
move beyond expression of 
simple, clear cut ideas through 
crude macros, into the realm 
of examining and critiquing 
events in the cultural zeitgeist 
(2016 Presidential Election me-
mes are an excellent example, 
see Fig. 3) and handling more 
complex emotions and ideas.

Prememeticism

Memeticism
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While the concept of memes 
that move beyond the realm of 
memeticist memes into the realm of 
self-referentialism is a unified one, 
an important distinction must still 
be made between the two important 
subcategories of postmemeticist 
thought - antimemeticism and true 
postmemeticism. Antimemeticism 
(see Fig. 4) is concerned with the 
manipulation of meme formats, 
satirising the memes by subverting 
expectations of humour with 
absurd ideas which are often self-
referential. It seeks to pervert the 
expectations of traditional memetic 
constructs by providing humour 
with no relation to the original 
expectations associated with the 
format. True postmemeticism 
goes a step further, seeking to 
eliminate traditional memetic 
humour entirely, rather than simply 
vitiating it. Communities such as r/
SurrealMemes and r/NukedMemes 
(see Fig. 5) are a separate entity 
from antimemetic communities 
in that there is no expectation of 
humour from the memes presented 
therein; while this may initially 
seem to be at cross-purposes to the 
intention of memes these memes 
can’t still make statements on a 
larger scale. In terms of format 
these memes, postmemeticist 
memes especially, often eschew 
superfluous text, or where it 
is included warp the language 
and words to obscure any overt 
suggestions of insight. More about 
these memes will soon become 
clear as we continue our analysis.

Postmemeticism

Fig. 4(above) - The anti-meme on the left here creates humour by 
subverting the format, ignoring the punchline-style convention typically 
associated with this meme format and creating bathos.

Fig. 5(below) - This is a surreal meme. The humour structure of the 
meme is removed entirely.

Fig. 3(previous page top right) This is not 
a very complex meme but the escalation in 
complexity from prememeticism is clear; 
this level of social commentary would be 
impossible in a prememeticist meme.

Fig. 2(previous page bottom left) - A typical 
example of an early Advice Animal. Note the low 
word count (only 7 words) and the simple, clear-
cut message, paired with a reusable macro.
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Many broad concepts will now 
be clear as pertain to these 
meme subcategories. However, 
this is simply the groundwork, 
a preliminary understanding 
necessary for higher-order 
meme consideration to be 
possible. The different meme 
subcategories and their 
unique properties must be 
understood, as must their 
interrelations and evolutionary 

relationships, for deeper 
examination and comparisons 
with postmodernist ethics 
to be possible. Consider 
the following biaxial meme 
spectrum (Fig. 6).

The meme spectrum shown 
in Fig. 6 provides for a more 
substantive analysis of memes 
and their underlying ideas 
beyond the simple temporally 

and culturally related 
evolutions in meme culture 
depicted on the horizontal axis. 
We may now turn our attention 
to the structural-contextual 
dichotomy in meme culture, 
inherent in these two factors 
of great importance both 
present to varying degrees in 
all memes.

Fig. 6(above) - A more comprehensive biaxial meme spectrum. 
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Structure can be viewed to 
some extent in all memes, a 
fact which can be attributed 
to the nature of the internet 
meme as an idea which is 
created, shared, edited and 
reshared. The presence of a 
structure, a frame of reference 
within which a discrete meme 
category or format may be 
perceived to exist, allows for 
the meme format to develop 
as an entity, providing a 
set of rules that effectually 
define a meme. Structure 
can complement content, 
and when used correctly can 
allow memes to be fused and 
overlapped in such a way that 
the humour of both the pieces 
of source material can be 
perceived in the product. This 
overlapping behaviour can be 
seen especially in memeticist 
memes (see Fig. 7), and the 
effect in the general case is 
that a unified body of source 
material is created upon which 
new memes can build, along 
with a number of highly stable 

formats that are adaptable to 
new meme material (see Fig. 
8). However, if structure forms 
an important part to some 
degree of all memetic content, 
it can be said that it is even 
more important in both pre 
and postmemeticist content. 
In prememeticist content 
heavy-handed formatting, in 
the form of image macros, 
predominated the early meme 
scene; while this did lead to 
memes such as that seen in Fig. 
2, where little real humorous 
content is visible due to the 
oppressive nature of the 

format, the existence of these 
highly saturated core formats 
was the perfect building block 
for later diversification of 
meme content. Postmemeticist 
content also relies heavily 
on structure, as the typically 
content-focused part of a 
meme from where the humour 
is derived is subverted, and 
replaced, typically with a 
redirection to the meme format 
itself, in order to emphasize 
the self-parody on which 
postmemeticist memes centre, 
or to an absurd suggestion or 
realisation.

Fig. 7(left) - Here, the 
“inability to talk to 
short people” meme 
and the “that damned 
smile” meme have been 
blended. The structural 
expectations of both 
memes are supplied, 
allowing humour to 
be derived from both 
simultaneously.

Fig. 8(left) - The “sir, you’ve been in a coma” 
format, where the conspicuous absence of a 
given object or idea is highlighted through the 
man’s ignorance, is generic and adaptable, 
factors leading to its substantial use across 
many memeticist meme communities.

Structure &
Reference

“Structure can 
complement 

content when used 



So what does all this mean? 
Many readers will already 
be aware of many of these 
trends amongst internet 
meme communities, although 
doubtless it is helpful to 
highlight some of the nuances 
in this way. However, this 
preliminary look at the 
progression amongst different 
meme categories paves the way 
for a further examination of 
the relationships between the 
categories, their underlying 
values & their status as 
sophisticated instruments of 
postmodern cultural criticism. 
Stay tuned for Part II next issue!
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There are really two 
definitions of a “meme.”  

To most, a meme is an image 
macro.  It’s a picture, or a 
gif, or something, usually 
accompanied by text.  It is 
copied, redistributed, altered, 
and eventually taken out of 
circulation by some wordless 
collective agreement.  It’s 
something humorous, 
recognizable, and shareable.  
But there’s also a second, 
less well known definition.  A 
meme is to cultural inheritance 
as a gene is to physical 
inheritance- it’s a unit, a bit, 
a piece of something bigger 
and more complex.  A meme 
is something, anything that 
has significance in a culture.  
With these definitions in mind, 
should memes be considered an 
art form?

First, let’s take a look at the 
more concrete definition.  To 
make the parallel to “classical” 

art, an individual image 
is a painting, it’s a piece of 
music.  As with music and 
portrait, memes are driven by 
trends and styles.  Trends are 
baroque music, impressionistic 
painting, and roll safe.  Styles 
are portrait, symphony, and 
surreal.  The parallels are 
numerous, and yet the question 
is rarely brought up.  When 
someone asks “Are memes 
art?”, they’re almost always 
joking.  I’m not.  I’m trying to 
get to the bottom of why memes 
aren’t considered art- and if 
they ever will be.  

In my opinion, there are five 
concepts that explain the 
lack of respect that memes 
get as an art form.  These, 
in no particular order, are 
inspiration, anonymity, effort, 
availability, and generational 
bias.  Possibly the most 
important is inspiration- why 
the artist produced their art.  

For many art fans, part of 
the poignancy and meaning 
comes from the artist’s own 
reasons for creation, be it their 
own experiences or those of 
someone else.  Most people see 
memes as being made because 
they will attract attention or 
generate pageviews.  In short, 
nobody makes memes for the 
sake of memes.  The same 
criticism is often applied to 
music.  Some fans look down 
on songs that were written for 
the popular appeal and not 
for the sake of the music itself.  
Understandably, the memer’s 
reasons for making the meme 
is a major reason his product 
is not considered art.  Most 
memers, after all, don’t consider 
themselves artists.  Even if 
they did, it probably wouldn’t 
change anything, because 
another important factor is 
anonymity.  While there are 
some classical artists who 

NASDANQ AND THE 
EVOLUTION OF THE MEME 
ECONOMY

/u/Toastmeme69 
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chose to remain anonymous, 
the experiences of those who 
didn’t imbued their work with 
meaning.  The way memes 
are produced and distributed 
doesn’t have quite the same 
elegance.  Instead, the ones 
who get the credit are rarely the 
artists but instead the thieves.  
It’s the difference between 
seeing a Van Gogh and seeing a 
picture of a Van Gogh someone 
took on a phone with a crappy 
camera- all memes feel like 
reproductions of themselves.  
This brings us to the third 
point- effort.  A portrait or a 
symphony is a labor of love, 
something the composer or 
painter has spent months or 
years perfecting.  A meme, on 
the other hand, is something 
the memer has spent three 
minutes on MS Paint making.  
Perhaps more importantly, a 
meme can be made by anyone.  
Many appreciate art because 
of the sense of wonder, or the 
feeling that the artist was 
able to do something that 
nobody else could have done.  
Alternatively, it’s easy to see a 
meme and say, “I could have 
done that.”  This is especially 
true for anyone older than 40- 
or anyone who doesn’t consider 
themselves a millennial.  
“Back in my day, we had to 
paint for it to be considered 
art.”  This generational bias 

is deeply ingrained- that 
anything done digitally is 
fundamentally less authentic 
than anything physical.  This 
barrier is understandable for 
those that grew up in a world 
without near-universal and 
easily accessible high-speed 
internet.  With the digital age 
having been thrust upon them, 
it’s difficult to consider memes 
art when they just aren’t quite 
real enough.  The final reason 
memes aren’t respected as an 
art form gets into the issue of 
human elitism when it comes 
to art.  There is an availability 
with memes that isn’t seen 
with classical art.  There is 
no exclusivism, no society of 
memers that is better than 
the rest, no extensive meme 
collections that only the richest 
can see.  There is just a near-
infinite and ever growing supply 
that is accessible by anyone 
with an internet connection.  To 

many, myself included, this 
is one of the greatest things 
about memes.  There’s no 
need to go to a museum, or 
complain about some absurdly 
rich old guy hoarding the best 
memes in his private collection.  
Memes are the antithesis of art 
elitism.  This scares the people 
that control the art world- 
the critics, the collectors, the 
artists themselves- because 
classical art is an aristocracy 
where meming is a democracy.  
Instead of behind-the-scenes 
curators deciding what we see, 
the people decide.  This final 
reason is behind all others- the 
world of classical art isn’t ready 
for memes, and it never will 
be.  There can be no aristocratic 
control over memes- and to me 
and no doubt many others, that 
is part of the beauty.

So are memes art?  Yes, but 
they fundamentally differ 
from classical art.  If we bring 
the idea of art to its logical 
conclusion, we get memes.  
Accessible by anyone, produced 
by anyone, understood by 
everyone, and ultimately 
democratic in the aggregation 
of content.  Truly, memes 
are the final frontier of art, 
bringing metaphor and subtle 
conveyance of emotion to 
their respective peaks while 
remaining consumable by the 
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general populace.  If religion is 
the opiate of the masses, then 
memes are the marijuana- 
discouraged despite the fact that 
they are not only harmless, but 
often beneficial.  

But wait… There’s more

 

Now let’s take a look at the 
second definition of a meme- 
a unit of culture, or “cultural 
DNA.” This definition is rarely 
used in the context of internet 
memes, but it’s important when 
discussing memes’ relationship 
to art.  If art is an expression 
of human emotion, usually in 
a visual form, that relies on 
commonly understood concepts 
and metaphors, then is a unit of 
culture art?  I think you can tell 
where this is going.

By this definition, artworks are 
actually memes.

 

A piece of art, of course, is a 
unit of culture, not the other 
way around.  Surely “starry 
night” occupies a place in our 
culture the same way the allele 
for hair color occupies a place 
on one of your 47 chromosomes.  
Memes are also an expression 
of human emotion, even if that 
emotion is viewed as somehow 
less poignant by the stale 
hierarchy of classical art.  Many 
express the desire for love but 
lack of it, many express the 
desire to produce an emotional 
reaction in others.  As with 
art, concepts and emotions are 
conveyed through commonly 
understood concepts.  Memes 
are the pinnacle of wordless 
communication.  

So while memes, by the average 
internet dweller’s definition, can 
be considered art, the opposite 
is true by the more fundamental, 
more abstract definition of a 
meme.  Beethoven was a memer, 
Picasso was a memer, and you 
and I have the honor, privilege, 
and responsibility to carry on 
that that legacy.  



R/bonehurtingjuice (BHJ) cropped up around 
four months ago, apparently stemming from 

a meme which covers subtitles of screencaps of 
dialogue from Spiderman 3 with a conversation 
about a fictitious substance known as bone 
hurting juice (shown to the right) 
 
Many meme genres and communities have and 
continue to harness the power of the nonsensical 
like BHJ, including the biggest names in 
Reddit memes this year:   deepfriedmemes, 
surrealmemes, and even wholesomememes to 
an extent (or onlywholesomememes, if you are 
upset with the bigger sub’s dwindling quality). 
Memes have become art. In the past year or so, 
new meme formats have cropped up, changing 
and pushing against conventional meme 
standards. And absurdist memes are leading the 
way. 
 
One problem subreddits like this can fall into 
is a lack of definition of what meme belongs 
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there, and BHJ is no exception. My personal 
interpretation of BHJ is warping a format so 
that it’s absurd but still makes sense within 
the absurd premise. But this is not directly 
spelled out in the sidebar so that leaves room for 
unfunny, low-quality, or just unrelated memes 
to worm their way in. In surrealmemes, the 
purpose is more obvious, but the vagueness of 
what surreal memes are means posters often 
have to skirt the line between true surreal 
memes and terrible random humor.  
 
A meme that was prominent back in December 
but was overshadowed by Evil Kermit is the 
“Bon Appetite” memes. These ones feature a 
meal, sometimes an unappealing one, and a 
grammatically incorrect way of spelling the 
name of the meal, as well as the ending phrase 
“Bon Appetite” which is said to let someone 
know to start eating. This meme has never 
truly hit mainstream, yet it hasn’t truly died out 
either, and it has become almost a game to see 
how crazy and random the wording can be while 
retaining some semblance of their phonetical 
true meaning. That is why these memes can be 
seen as a precursor to the oftentimes hard to 
understand surreal memes. 

Unfortunately, however, with all things there 
eventually are those who try too hard. These 
posts seem to be an attempt at meta-humor, 
except they try way too hard to be both meta 
and surreal, often being a random mess of 
two different clashing memes. Below are two 
examples of this absurdity, with one being a 
horrible failure of a meta post and the other 
being executed well. 

Depending on where you get your memes, you 
may have come across this image. This meme, in 
fact, is a counterfeit example of trying too hard. 
This image itself was used as an album cover 
back in 2015, but recently people have been 
trying to co-op it as a meta, surreal vaporwave 
meme.  
 
This meme is not a failure because of the creator, 
but rather because of the audience. Using a 
picture that was purposely not made to be a 
meme as one, especially when it doesn’t even 
fit any specific genre or “change” a previously 
known meme type like the typical meta post, is a 
complete failure by second rate meme peddlers.  
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This meme right here takes the formerly 
mentioned “Bon Appetit” format and adds an 
absurd and random twist at the end. This meme 
is random, absurd, but it still follows the format 
to a point. The point of the meme is to be hard 
to understand, and the last line of this one is 
purposely so far off base that it’s impossible to 
understand unless you know the format.  
 
For any meme to maintain its market share, 
there needs to be an easily identified format or 
pattern. This is true even of surreal memes and 
BHJ; if they want to survive, they should start to 
coalesce into a standard style which then allows 
deviation for originality. If this is done properly, 
then expect long-term profits, if not, prepare to 
be dankrupt. 
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